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BY JOHN A. WITTE JR., PRESIDENT, AMERICAN SALVAGE ASSOCIATION

NO PLACE LIKE HOME

national Salvage Union’s (ISU) Asso-

ciates Day in London, England as a
delegate. As is the case for conferences of
this type, the first order of business is the
perfunctory meet and greet, complete with
typically bad coffee and even worse-tasting
cookies. As I made the rounds, I began to
realize that while it was an international
event, at times, it felt like an extended ver-
sion of our American Salvage Association
(ASA) conferences and meetings.

In fact, ASA member companies com-
prise 15% of the ISU membership
(roughly 8 out of approximately 54 com-
panies). From these eight organizations,
most, if not all (50% of the ASA General
Membership) salvors have successfully
completed salvage and/or wreck removal
projects outside of U.S. waters. Of the
remaining eight ASA members who are
not members of the ISU, five have pro-
vided salvage support services to other
ISU member companies.

R ecently, I attended the annual Inter-

U.S.-BASED SALVORS GO INTERNATIONAL
OPA-90 has had a significant impact
on the marine salvage industry in the
United States. As a consequence of the
liabilities to vessel owner/operators
resulting from the implementation of

tions, in short, the number of casualties
has decreased over the last 10 years.
This is not an opinion, but a quantifiable
fact. As I have discussed in past columns,
successful salvors are not people who
choose to enter the business on a whim
in hopes of a quick profit. Salvage
requires hard work, dedication, skill and
little bit of luck.

As the number of casualties close to
home continues to diminish, North
American-based salvors must look
abroad for other opportunities, hence the
U.S. expansion into international waters.
This is certainly not to suggest that non-
U.S. based salvors have lost their mar-
ket. Most foreign salvage and wreck
removal is still performed by foreign
salvors, typically based upon a salvor’s
geographic proximity to the casualty.
This will never change.

In salvage, speed in responding to a
casualty remains a priority. Therefore, if
a salvor is qualified and close by, the

work should fall to the “local.” In

cases involving wreck removal;

where the situation is static and

time is not the primary driver,

non-local salvors have as equal a

chance as the local contractor to
secure the salvage project.

What, if any, are the ramifications to
the U.S. marine community and our
nation as a whole if salvors are working
abroad? Will the lack of opportunity here
in the U.S. result in a loss of home grown

weakened the
ability of our
nation to pro-
tect our
waterways?

The answer is no. While the line of
work has drawn a significant portion of
the ASA membership to work outside
traditional U.S. waterways, we can
almost consider the work abroad as con-
tinuing opportunities for personnel train-
ing, economic growth and expansion of
capabilities which will be used to support
the needs of the U.S. marine community
now and in the future. While a signifi-
cant portion of the ASA membership has
branched out into foreign markets, we
remain committed to the U.S./North
American market.

In recent months, in addition to the
implementation of the modifications to
OPA-90, the ASA has been engaged with
the U.S. Coast Guard, NOAA and affili-
ated federal and state organizations to
assist in the legislation and manage-
ment of marine salvage related activities
and initiatives. As we have said in the
past, only through participation in the
process, can we hope to be a positive
influence. And while it is always nice to
visit foreign lands, there is no place like
home.

We of the ASA remain dedicated to the
needs of our local waters, as well as our
federal, state and local government. We
look forward to the continuing challenges

i

OPA-90 and the subsequent modifica- capability? Has legislation like OPA-90 wherever they may be. ML
MARINEJIOG Advertising Sales
ISSN 08970491 USPS 576-910 UNITED STATES WORLDWIDE Korea
New York Sales Office Donna Edwards, Young-Seoh Chinn

A Simmons-Boardman Publication

345 Hudson Street, New York, N.Y. 10014
Tel: (212) 620-7200 Fax:(212)633-1165
Website: http://www.marinelog.com

60 MARINE LOG APRIL 2009

345 Hudson St, 12th floor
New York, NY 10014

Roland Espinosa

Sales Director

Tel (212) 6207225

Fax (212) 633-1165

E-mail: respinosa@sbpub.com

U.S. GULF COAST
Jeff Sutley

Tel (212) 6207233
Fax (212) 633-1165
E-mail:
jsutley@sbpub.com

International Sales Manager
e-mail: dedwards@sbpub.com
Marine Log (UK)

Suite K5 & K6, The Priory
Syresham Gardens

Haywards Heath

RH16 3LB UNITED KINGDOM
Tel: +44 1444 416368

Fax: +44 1444 458185

Australia, China, India, Japan,
New Zealand and Singapore
Representattive

Benn Wood

Tel+44 1444 416908

Fax: +44 1444 458185

E-mail: bw@railjournal.co.uk

JES Media International

2nd FI. ANA Bldg.

257-1, Myungil Dong,
Kangdong-Gu

Seoul 134-070, Korea

Tel: +822-481-3411

Fax: +822-481-3414
e-mail:jesmedia@unitel.co.kr

CLASSIFIED SALES

Diane Okon

Classified Advertising Sales
20 South Clark St,, Suite 2450
Chicago, IL 60603

Tel: (312) 683-5022

Fax:(312) 683-0131

E-mail: dokon@sbpub-chicago.com

www.marinelog.com




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


